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Public Participation In City Community Planning

This dissertation mainly researches on the system theory of public participation in city community
planning and its technology, skills, methods in the practical process. The contribution of the
dissertation relies on the relationship of sociology and theories in city community planning.
Furthermore it discusses the maneuverability in the practical areas.

It is divided into three parts. The first part is the oriented theory and it is also the first chapter of
the dissertation. This part mainly introduces the core ideas, researching object, methods and
elements. On the background of the topic, it first discusses the history of community planning in
the world. Then it refers to the different points about public participation. While the core ideas are
presented, the conception of city community, democracy consciousness and social orders are
discussed. There are four researching objects in the dissertation. The first one is the theory frame
of public participation in city community planning. The second one is the process of public
participation in city community planning. The third one is the strategy and guarantee of public
participation in city community planning. The forth one is the requirement and countermeasure in
the development progress of public participation in Chinese city community planning. In the end
of the first chapter the researching methods and elements are introduced which include the
method of system structure, comparing method and analytical method.

The second part is the epistemology part that includes the second and third chapters. In the part
it mainly discusses the knowledge structure needed in the system theory and the general situation
and its progress of the democracy development in city community planning throughout the world.
The second chapter includes several system theories about social ethnics, urban anthropology,
commonality administration, ecology, and social psychology. The technical theory includes
“neighborhood” model, “new urbanism” model, typology model, “district location” model and
“society action” model. The third chapter discusses the process and elements in the city
community planning. There are three models about participation progress. They are “from bottom
to top” model, “from top to bottom” model and the mixed model. The function mechanism of
public participation in the city community planning develops like a chain, which involves four
lays of substance, behavior, system and culture in turn. The process of cause and evolution of
public participation in the city community planning is a process evolving gradually from those
above-mentioned four lies. The main purpose to study the function mechanism of public
participation rests with comprehending the evolution track of public participation in the deferent
social and economic systems, and finding its cause of the act so that planners could bring the
public participation into the city community planning and make it better to serve for citizens and
cities. The elements are mainly from insides and outsides of the society. The factors from the inner
of the city community comprise the living condition, living quality, employment, appreciation of
the beautiful and the communication ability of community residents, and the entironment, opening
extent, service quality and the distributing of public utilities in communities. The factors from the
outer of the city community consist of folk-custom, culture and habits, religious policies, political
system, economic system, the management status and the standards of every walk of the life.
In the end of the chapter it introduces the participation history, actuality and development
requirement of our country in city community planning. Our country currently is engaged in
building communities from the chain of the function mechanism of public participation, but it
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mainly focuses on the lay of behavior and has the possibility to expand to the lay of system.

The third part is methodology which includes the forth and fifth chapter. It mainly discusses
the participation method, guarantee system and planning strategy. This part assures the
democracy in the planning. Furthermore it presents the strategy of participation in city community
planning. In the forth chapter it sets forth the purpose and route in the process of participation.
The strategy is the purpose and approach of the operation in the system of public participation in
the city community planning such as: building community structure, coming to the common
understanding, affirming the problem existed in the community etc. It provides the frame for the
behavior of public participation in the city community planning. The safeguard is all kinds of
measures or theories to support the strategy to be completed, which includes two aspects:
technique and system safeguard. Technique safeguard mainly focuses on the lay of behavior;
system safeguard mainly focuses on the lay of system. The combination and interaction of the two
aspects promote the public participation in the city community planning to become gradually a
type of social system and to be elevated to the autonomy culture of communities. It mainly
discusses the worthiness and importance of participation, the approach of participation, the need
of establishing consensus and the organizing type of participation. Then the participation methods,
skills are introduced which includes strategy planning and purpose setting, charrette, community
action planning, community participation research, workshops and so on. In the end of the chapter
it analyses the personal structure and system guarantee.

In the fifth chapter it introduces methods in different types of city community planning. These
types of city community planning include public service facilities planning, neighborhood
planning, community reconstruction planning, housing planning and protection planning. Before
introducing all types of methods and routes of public participation in the city community planning,
it introduces the category of such a type of planning by the numbers. In every type there are two
or three examples to prove the maneuverability of the theory. These examples are selected from
the practice experience, planning cases and reports.

The last part is the conclusion of the dissertation. In this part it presents the main research
productions, which includes four aspects. The first aspect builds up the system theory of
participation in city community planning. The system theory includes epistemology and
methodology that connect the planning theory and participation theory. The second one deeply
studies the process of participation in city community planning. In the aspect the development of
participation in city community planning is detailed into three kinds of models. The third aspect
discusses the strategy and guarantee of participation in city community planning. This aspect
makes the previous theories more practicable. The forth aspect points out the development
requirements and countermeasures of participation in city community planning in China. There
are several suggestions in the end.



